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Abstract. With the development of information and technology
nowadays, schools need to adapt and make changes. This research aims
to investigate the application of digital media in improving students’
ability in writing a report text. This research was done in one class at
one high school in North Sulawesi. The eighth-grade students consist
of 30 students. In this study, digital media used was power point
presentation. In collecting the data, the researcher worked
collaboratively with the English teachers in the school in which
Classroom Action Research was employed. The research was
conducted in two cycles which there were four steps each cycle:
planning, observing, acting and reflecting. The data were collected
through observation check list and conducting the test after
implementing each cycle. The result of each cycle showed that students
writing ability was increased. The result of test in cycle 1: 76.73 and in
cycle 2: 81.06. This result leads to a conclusion that students’ ability in
writing report text increased. Thus, it could be recommended that
writing report text should be taught using an interesting digital media
like power point presentation
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1. Introduction

Teaching English to students is not an easy work. Teachers have to pay
sufficient attention to students’ attention during learning process. In fact, teachers
always teach the students by giving them complete explanation about the lesson.
However, the problem for students is sometimes they cannot receive or understand
the lesson very well because teacher’s presentation about the lesson does not interest
for them. Teacher does not have to force them to remember many new words but to
let them enjoy the learning process.

Observations done in schools gave enough information that many students
faced some difficulties in learning English especially in writing. Some problems
caused the difficulties students facing, among others students seldom practice to
write composition even in their native language, they are lack of vocabulary and
knowledge about genre or text type, and they spend much time to think what they
should write because they have no idea how to write it. Some strategies that the
teachers use to teach the students in writing does not adequately motivate and
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encourage them. Even worse, many teachers got troubles to teach this skill to the
students.

Writing is an active written language skill. Through writing students may
express their idea freely without having to face the reader directly. Writing is
creative and expressive process. Students need to explore their ideas and compose
into a good text. In order to produce a good writing, students are expected to
understand aspect of writing including the text organization, the language features,
the mechanic and the choices of words and vocabularies. One of the text types in
writing is report text. Report text is a text that explain about living plants, animals
and non-living things like phones, bikes, or oceans (Derewianka, 1990).

One of the techniques in developing student’s writing ability is by using
Power Point presentation. This makes them interest and easy to understand what they
have to write. In fact, many students in this school felt difficult to express their idea
in written form, to make simple paragraph. Men who learn English as a foreign
language often say that writing is more difficult than any other skills.

Students learn through activities. In order to learn, they must act or react; they
may read, they may listen to the teacher, they may practice the language. To
encourage students to get involved in these activities, teacher should create a
favorable atmosphere. Clark (1981:55) explains, “In a bright and cheerful
atmosphere, pupils are more likely to become interested in their school work and
perform it. Therefore, you should strive for a pleasant classroom”.

The statement above indicates that students will learn better in a pleasant
classroom atmosphere. They may be actively involved in teaching — learning
activities, such as in asking question, doing a dialogue and doing exercises. During
the language teaching and learning activities in the classroom; the teacher functions
as a counselor (Larsen, 1986:100) which means that the teacher recognizes how
threatening a new learning situation can be for learners.

Teaching English for the basic knowledge of language can help students to
increase their skills. Teaching can mean that a counselor must respond to the
learners’ needs individually and rather than only teaching them, the counselor has to
understand language and learning strategies to help learners learn how to teach
(Dickinson,1987). Counselor is the teacher, teacher as the educator has the important
role to manage teaching and learning process in order to make students enjoy the
activities in classroom and understand the lesson that is taught by the teacher.

Writing is a way of communicating a message to a reader as a purpose. The
purposes of writing are to express one’s self, to provide information for one’s reader,
to persuade one’s reader and to create a literary work. Troyka (1987:3-4). Writing
skills are an important part of communication. Good writing skills allow you to
communicate your message with clarity and ease to a far larger audience than
through face to face or telephone conversations.

Writing is one of the four skills to be learned in school. It is the activity
learning process. Learning to write is a process where the students learn to use ideas
and facts. In this we must proceed by stages from simple to complex. The term of
ability is defined as skill or power. Concisely, writing ability is the skill to express
ideas, thoughts, and feelings to other people in written symbols to make other people
or readers understand the ideas conveyed.
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Technology is very popular for people in the world in this era. Most people
are interested to use technology to finish their job early. For instance, finishing job at
office early, spending time with playing video games or application in a smart phone,
communicate with other people by using mobile phone, creating a job by using
internet connection, etc. Technology is used in many aspects of human life. It is also
included in education progress. Bringing technology in the classroom is a very
interesting idea for educator to make creative activities in class to help students to
understand the lesson. Lockard (1993:217-23) defines multimedia as ‘any system
that unites two or more media into a single product or presentation’ where
multimedia are divided into two components, the hardware and the software.

Warsahauver and Meskil (2000) recognize multimedia based simulation
software as a tool which is able to expose language learners to culture and linguistic
worlds in a meaningful way through audio and visual settings. Multimedia tools
include computer-generated sound, graphics and animation, along with sound and
visual forms (Forcier and Descy 2002) and exploited purposefully, enriches a
computer assisted learning environment through interactive learning (Neo and Neo,
2002). Power point is a part of multimedia presentation.

Media is an excellent way to pose assessment question for the class to answer
or students can submit mediated presentation as classroom projects. Meanwhile,
Brown, Lewis and Halcleroad (1983) state that the function of media are: (1) to save
time; (2) to stimulate interest; (3) to encourage students participation;(4) to provide
review; (5) to help students to learn communicative ideas visually;(6) to provide a
medium for individual or group reports; (7) to make a classroom dynamic, relevant
,and attractive. Therefore, the researcher decided to choose power point as a media to
encourage students to write.

This study focused on report text. Report texts present information about
something, as it is a result of systematic observation and analysis. The purpose of the
text report is to describe and classify information. Text report has a series logical
truth. It is stated the facts without personal involved personal involvement.

In writing report text, the following were used: general nouns rather than
particular nouns, timeless present tense to indicates usualness or Simple present
tense, except when it is past then used the simple past tense, action verbs, to describe
behavior such as make, begin, surround and do not used personal pronouns (I, You,
We) because there was no personal involvement, relational verb to described and
classify features (is, are, have), technical terms, paragraphs with topic sentences to
organize bundles of information; repeated naming of the topic as the beginning focus
of the clause.

The generic structure of report text:

1) Title: a title describes the subject being discussed;

2) General classification: Stating classification of general aspect of thing:
animal, public, place, plant;

3) Description: Tell what the phenomenon under discussion: In terms of parts,
qualities, habits, or behaviors and describing the thing which will be
discussed in detail: part per part, custom or deed for living creature and usage
for materials.
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2. Methods

The design applied in this research is a Classroom Action Research (CAR).
This is based on the reason that the writer aims at solving the students’ problem in
writing skill in order to improve their writing ability. In this research, the researcher
collaborates with one of the English teachers at the school who helps her in the
process of collecting the data and in analyzing the data. Here, the researcher acts as
the teacher who conducts the process of teaching and learning in the classroom. The
procedures of this action research refer to the model of Lewin (1990:97) which
consists of four steps. They are planning, action, observation, and reflection. These
phases take place in every cycle in which the analysis of the weaknesses and the
strengths of the activities applied is discussed.

The planning is based on the findings of the preliminary observation. The
setting of the school and the students as well as the teachers’ background from all
aspects which are considered influencing the students’ success in learning English,
especially on writing skill are analyzed. The findings, then become the basic
consideration to plan the strategy used in teaching writing. The strategy to be
developed in this study emphasizes on the activities individually. While
implementing the plan in the next step, the observation takes place in the same time.
The data from the observation are to be analyzed to see whether the strategy applied
can solve the students’ problem in improving writing skill. The strategy is then
revised accordingly for the next cycle. The cycle is stopped when the criteria of
success are met.

In analyzing the data, the researcher uses qualitative and quantitative data
procedures. To see the students’ activity during the teaching and learning process,
the researcher analyzes and presents the data qualitatively. The researcher gets the
answer by analyzing the data based on the explanation and conclusion obtained from
the observation checklists. Meanwhile, to see the students’ improvement on writing
skill, the researcher uses the procedure of quantitative data. Considering the
difficulties of writing skill and the students’ ability in writing as it is recorded in the
preliminary study, the researcher stops the cycle when 80 % of the students are in the
level of good (two indicators are fulfilled).

This research investigated students’ development in learning writing through
Power Point Presentation. The population was students of one high school in North
Sulawesi. The sample was taken ninth grade A students. There are 30 students,
consist of 22 female students and 8 male students.

In conducting this research, the researcher uses qualitative and quantitative
data. The qualitative data are taken from the students’ participation in writing
activities, comments, opinions and suggestions of the students got from the result of
observation and field note about the strategy applied during the teaching and learning
process in each cycle. Meanwhile, the students’ ability on writing skill showed in the
observation sheet belongs to the quantitative data. Descriptive analysis used the
mean score X and standard deviation (s) the scores were computed with the method
use by Karavas-Doukas (1995).

3. Finding and Discussion

This research was done in two cycles. Cycle 1 was conducted in two
meetings. The planning, the action, the observation, and reflection of this cycle are
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presented in this part. The researcher introduced the strategy that used in improving
students’ ability in writing a report text. There were some related media prepared by
the researcher to apply this strategy which are projector and laptop. The four steps
were described as follows.

Planning

The lesson plans are designed for two meetings each of which is focused on
the use of power point presentation to solve the students’ problem in writing. The
theme discussed in this cycle is “What are They”. The strategy of writing activities
developed here is all directed to enable the students to write simple paragraph. In this
part, the researcher prepared the observation checklist. Then, teacher explained about
kinds of characteristics using in describing animals generally, such as Physical
characteristic, Habitat, Color, Size, Food/Diet, Habit and Traits. Teacher prepared
the interesting media. During the two meetings, the teacher showed the media such
as some of pictures related to the topic in the slides. using Power Point Presentation.

Acting: First Meeting

In the beginning of the class, the researcher uses ten minutes of the session to
prepare English subject. This includes greeting, opening class with pray, checking
the students’ attendance, giving motivation, apperception and inform the learning
objectives. In pre-activity the teacher showed some pictures at slide of power point
and then the students gave comments. It was used for brainstorming to open up their
mind. After that teacher explained general structure and noun phrase for describing
animals’ characteristic such as physical characteristic, color, size, food/diet, habits,
habitat, and traits. In the whilst activity, students worked in pairs to describe animals’
physical characteristic based on the picture shown on the slides of power point, in the
form of noun phrase. Next session, the students joined the group to determine the
animals’ characteristic together they come in front of the class to explain each parts
of characteristic. At the end of class, researcher and students concluded the topic had
learned, give homework, described the topic for next meeting, give award to the
students and finally ask one student for closing with pray.

Second Meeting

In the beginning of the class, the researcher uses ten minutes of the session
for in-class preparation. This includes greeting, opening class with pray, checking the
students’ attendance, giving motivation, apperception and informing about the
learning objectives, activities at the classroom when the researcher implementing the
strategy and the students’ activities. Then, teacher showed the pictures using power
point and the students observed it. Each slide has keywords, it is easy for students to
arrange sentences and then improved become a simple of report text. The main
activity in this session is the students write a report text using power point strategy.
Finally, students submitted their result and teacher would give them feedback how
about their writing one by one. At the end, teacher scored the students based on the
criteria (Content, Organizing and Language). Teacher asks the student for closing
with pray.
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Observing

The researcher made an observation checklist to examine students’ respond in
writing a report text using PPP. This was prepared by the researcher and her
collaborator. When the researcher was doing the activity at the classroom, her
collaborator checked students’ interest in observation checklist.
In the first cycle, researcher already given a written test to the students. This cycle
divided in two meetings. The percentage of students’ result was described in the
table 1.

Table 1 Students’ percentages based on the result in first cycle

NO SCORE Average PERCENTAGE | Rating Level
(%)
1. 0-49 0 0 Very Bad
2. 50-69 5 17% Bad
3. 70-80 22 73% Good
4. 81-100 3 10% Very good
Total 30 100 %

Five students got 50-69 (17 %), twenty-two students got 70-80(73%) and three
students got 81-100 (10%).

Reflection

In the reflection, researcher and her collaborator agreed to conclude that there
were some students who still did not understand teachers’ explanation and they were
still confused to organize the text. Finally, researcher and her collaborator discussed
the solution to overcome this problem, so that learning process in the next cycle
would be better.

Second Cycle
Planning

Before the teaching and learning activities started the researcher and her
collaborator had some discussions about what to do in the second cycle. Some
preparations are made including the lesson plan, the instructional materials and the
media.

The lesson plans are designed for two meetings, each of which focused on
the use of power point presentation to solve the students’ problem in writing. The
theme discussed in this cycle is “What are They”. The strategy of writing activities
developed here is all directed to enable the students to write in simple paragraph. In
this part, the researcher prepared the observation checklist for known the students’
respond in applying this strategy.

The division of students individually is the next thing to be discussed and
planned well before taking the action in the first cycle. There are 30 students with
different ability of English especially on writing skill which appear in grade ninth.

Acting

When all preparations are ready. The researcher, as the teacher, implemented
the activities that have been designed using power point presentation. The subject is
ninth grade students.
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Third Meeting

In this meeting, at first the researcher uses ten minutes of the session to
prepare English subject. This includes greeting, opening class with pray, checking
the students’ attendance, giving motivation, apperception and inform about the
learning objectives. In pre-activity the teacher showed some pictures at slide of
power point and then the students give comments, it was used for brainstorming or
open up their mind, after that teacher explain about general structure and noun phrase
for describing animals’ characteristic such as physical characteristic, color, size,
food/diet, habits, habitat, and traits. In the whilst activity, students worked in pairs to
describe animals’ physical characteristic based on the picture shown at the slide of
power point, in form of noun phrase. In the following session, the students joined
the group to determine the animals’ characteristic together they come in front of the
class to explain each parts of characteristic. At the end of class, researcher and
students concluded topic had learned, give homework, described the topic for next
meeting, gave award to the students and finally ask one student for closing with pray.

Fourth Meeting

This meeting starts with greeting, opening class with pray, checking the
students’ attendance, giving motivation, apperception and inform about the learning
objectives. The activities at the classroom when the researcher implementing the
strategy that the students’ activities. In the beginning of the class, the researcher uses
ten minutes of the session to prepare English subject. Then, teacher showed the
picture using power point and the students observed it. Each slide has keywords, it
would be easy for students to arrange sentences to become a simple of report text.
The main activity in this session is the students write a report text using power point
strategy. Finally, students submitted their result and teacher gave them feedback how
about their writing one by one. At the end, teacher scoring the students based on the
criteria (Content, Organizing and Language). Teacher asked the students for closing
with pray.

Observing

The researcher made an observation checklist again to identify more about
students’ responses in writing a report text using PPP. This was prepared by the
researcher and her collaborator. When the researcher was doing the activity at the
classroom, her collaborator checked students’ interest in observation checklist. At the
end of the cycle, researcher gave a written test to the students. The percentage of
students’ result can be seen in Table 2:
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Table 2. Students’ percentages based on the result in second cycle

No. Range Score Number of | PERCENTAGE | RATING
Students (%) LEVEL
1. 0-49 0 0 Very Bad
2. 50-69 0 0 Bad
3. 70-80 16 54% Good
4. 81-100 14 46% Very good
Total 30 100 %

This shows that there were not a student got the lower score 0-49, 50-69, sixteen
students got 70-80 ( 54 %) and fourteen students got the higher score 81-100 (46%).
It means that students’ ability in writing a report text about 100%.

Reflection

In the reflection, researcher and her collaborator made a conclusion based on
the observation result that some students have improved in writing a report text, how
to organize the text and described animals.

The use of power point presentation which are capable to increase students’
interest because the students can generate their ideas and focus in writing. The
students were able to write not only one paragraph but more. This technique made
the students able to express many ideas and write more than they had done before.
Their work also showed good results. This means that the presence of power point
presentation was able to enhance their ability to focus and concentrate on the topic
they were going to write. The important function of visual media is that they attract
and focus students’ attention to concentrate on the lesson material (Arsyad, 2002).

4. Conclusions

Students like to learn writing through power point media. They became
interest in writing and understand how to write. They felt comfortable in following
the process with many interesting subjects, like pictures, sounds and video provided
by the teacher in power point media. It helped students to pay attention and
understand the lesson. Students also develop their English skill and was successful to
increase their score of the subject. The result was clear, that the students have
improved their writing ability in writing report text using power point presentation.
Learning writing using power point presentation made students easier to understand
the lesson and increased their interest in writing report text. It is recommended that
future research would use other digital media in English learning process for more
complete and creative teaching strategy than the previous one.
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